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Priestley, J. B. LET THE PEOPLE SING Harper 


This is in the tradition of The Good Companions. - but it misses fire. Where 
it should be first rate comedy, it slips over the line into farce; where it should bé 
pathos, the characters are not quite sympathetic enough to touch below the surface. 
And yet, superficially, it has all the ingredients, in the story of an oddly paired 
couple, a distrait, impractical scholar, without the right sort of passport, and an 
out-of-work vaudeville actor, who has become involved in a suspicious incident and 
has run out from under. Their adventures, and misadventures, and the culminating 
incident in which they do their share towards waking up a stodgy town, is entertain- 
ing in its inception, and might be so in its development if the pace were not slowed 
down by the long-drawn-out speeches of the old professor. However, Priestley's name 
is good for substantial sales, and this - for The Good Companion market - is a more 
saleable book than some of those intervening. $2.50 


WATCH THESE NEWCOMERS 


February 1 
de Harsanyi, Zsolt THE STAR GAZER Putnam 


A novel based on the life of Galileo (originally scheduled for last Spring 
and reported 5/15/39). The choice of the book as Book-of~the-Month for February will 
take it over the hurdle of its scholarliness, and bring it to the attention of a 
wider audience than it might otherwise reach. It is a fine piece of research, well 
authenticated, with the focus on fidelity to facts rather than on free interpretation 
of them. His life fell into two parts, - the uneventful and happy years, with some- 
thing of romance and with a record of the application of science to life; and the 
two great struggles, first in the shattering of the stranglehold of the Aristotelian 
theories over free science, then in the dramatic support of the Copernican system. 

At the close of his life, he recanted, to escape the tortures of the Inquisition, 
but his work was already done, his place in the sun assured. As a novel, this is 
overlong, perhaps; but as a vital piece of fictionized biography, it should prove 
interesting to those who enjoy recapturing the spirit of an age that is past, $2.75 
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* This for the Banbi market (to which Bambi’'s: Children should give you a cur- $ 


rent clue). In no sense, however, is this an echo or an imitation, for it has a 
quality uniquely its own. There is an eerie quality to the story of the life of the 
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great stag, Red, and of the place he played in the lives of two hunters, The Killer, 
who hunted for the lust of the kill, and The Man, who hunted for the love of the 
chase. To one, Red was the symbol of achievement and conquest over brute life, to 
the other, Red was the symbol of the supreme animal instinct pitted against the su- 
preme intelligence in man. The sense of the build-up of forest background, of the 
life of the herd, of the remoteness that was Red's distinction create quite a dif- 
ferent impression from the philosophical and spiritual content of Bambi. But those 
who like one will like the other. Illustrated with wash drawings by Lynd Ward. $2.50 


February v4 V20 
Longstreet, Stephen DECADE 1929-1939 See. Random House «“§ , 


7-4 


* A nondescript title for a virile book, which is very unlike any of its pre- 
decessors in the field of fictionizing a period of ten years through the story of one 
man. I liked it, immensely. The central figure, the "6ld One" was tremendously -° 

real — lovable and good company. He stood for a class that is only too often held 

up to scorn, — the capitalist, controller of vast wealth and of the fortunes of many 
men. And, like many of his class, he accepted ruin rather than betray his trust, 
althouth the chance was offered him, the way others had taken indicated as a way out 
for him. He even fought for the principle of the thing, when - with his heir's death - 
the settlement of the estate threatened the very steps he had up to that time suc- 
ceeded in avoiding. And he - and his granddaughter - met ruin in the same spirit, 

it was a new game and a game to win, if they were to prove their right to leadership. 
The story is told against the background of the depression, the stock market crash, 
the closing of banks, the disclosures as to the thin ice on which big business skated. 
At the start, the setting seems remote from the place (an estate on the Hudson), but 
once one gets into the stride, the story weaves its own hold, and The Old One his own 
spell. Of such men of guts is the best in capitalism built. $2.50 


OVE FOR THE. MONEY. AND OWE FOR THE. SHOW 


A new Ben Ames Williams, COME SPRING (Houghton, Mifflin) is good substantial bread 
and butter fare, backbone material for sure sales and rentals; DILDO CAY by Nelson 
Hayes (also Houghton) is our pick for the discriminating reader who enjoys discover- 
ing new talent for himself. The Crime Club choice, MURDER IN SHINBONE ALLEY by Helen 
C. Reilly (Doubleday, Doran) is a humdinger. See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 


. January 2 
Ogden, George W. THERE WERE NO HEROES Dodd, Mead 


Hard to say whether this is fiction or autobiography, so authentic a note 
does it strike in the picture of a boyhood in Kansas two decades or so before the 
close of the century, There is little action, but a great deal of wry and homely 
humor, a sharp eye and pen for the daily scene in pioneer Kansas. A tart bit of 
Americana, with vignettes of local farmers, hard-shelled Baptists with raucous re- 
ligious rites; the stern labor of the fields; the sadistic persecution of the young- 
er boy by the older. There was no self-indulgence, no pampering. At thirteen, the 
boy took over his father's work; at seventeen he tried his hand at railroading; 
finally - and here the story ends, drifted into journalism, and came under the tutel- 
age of William Allen White. Specialized a bit, perhaps, but nice going, and good 
Americana. $2.00 
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January 2 





Hudson, Alec BATTLE STATIONS Macmillan 


The American submarine fleet is described at war, with early engagements 
enabling the enemy fleet to be broken up successfully. First observation work, and 
a depth bomb trapping the Otter on the bottom with her men, rescue through the iron 
lung, enemy planes attaeking, escape, then actual battle. Graphic picture of sub- 
marine warfare, hazards, discipline. S. E. P. two-shot. $1.25 


Carfrae, Elizabeth BLUE HEAVEN Putnam 


A glittering stage career and marriage to an earl go out the window when 
love comes in at the door, and Lynn marries Peter and goes off to Africa. Peter 
can't accept his luck; he is jealous of their child; he is jealous of her seeing her 
old love when she returns to England on a visit. There's murder done, and Peter goes 
to prison, but Lynn waits for him, and love once more finds a way. More full-bodied 
than the usual Carfrae, but well keyed to her market. Rental primarily. $2.00 


Yates, Dornford GALE WARNING Putnam 


Manhunt, outside the law, in the well-defined Dornford Yates' tradition. 
Two men after a third; a murder; a romance; tense driving across France, with suc- 
cess at the end; a kidnapping - and final justice. Yates knows his market and hand- 
les romantic adventure with skill and dexterity. This is no exception, up or down 
the scale. $2.00 





January 4 


Ross, Leonard ADVENTURE IN WASHINGTON Harcourt, Brace 


Ross does first class pot boilers, along with more serious writing, and with 
his humorous gems (Hyman Kablan et al). This is of the first genre, - good pace, 
slick dialog, easy entertainment. It is a shortish yarn of political redemption 
manoeuvered by an ace newspaperman. It might conceivably be the story behind one of 
the investigations, with a bit of political doublecrossing and finagling, as Jeff 
tries to save his chief, gets caught in the net himself, apparently turns against the 
side for which he had stood, and in the end, succeeds in putting the spotlight on the 
necessary information and clearing the man to whom he is really loyal. This was pub- 
lished serially as Washington Correspondent. - $2.00 





Kelland, Clarence Budington SCATTERGOOD BAINES RETURNS / . Harper 









This isn't a straight novel, but is a skilful scissors and paste job, in 

the juxtaposition of similar stories, reintroduction of the same characters, and the 
result is a record of further exploits in the life of Vermont's Mr, Fixit. No means 
are too devious for Baines to accomplish his ends; the smallest profit for his hard- 
ware storé is worthy of his efforts; he brings justice and happiness to many. Human 
interest stuff, tempered with horse sense and New England canniness. $2.00 v 
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January 8 
_ Schoenstedt, Walter THE CRADLE BUILDER 


It hasn't been done before, and there is definitely a place 
but this doesn't accomplish what it seems to set out to do, 





interest. (This was to have been published 11/22/3984 Previously reported). $2. 50 


‘January 11 


Stevenson, D. E. MRS. TIM OF THE REGIMENT 


This might be termed E. M. Delafield with less bite. It is quiet, hardly: ~~ 
important; nice reading about nice people, happy marriage; good conservative diet, ‘.— 
minus the saccharine qualities that make so much in this field unpalatable. This sort” | 
of book is hard to come by, and D. E. Stevenson has built quite a following in meet- « 


ing this need. This wont disappoint her market, and can be 


Buncle: books and Green Money.: It is the diary of a regimental officer's wife, the 
record of the Scottish post, where she makes new friends, discovers new problems, has 
a might-be romantic interlude, and saves the son of a new friend from a wrong marriage. 


January 12 


Cambridge, Elizabeth MRS. DUFPRESNE: A Romance 


This might be considered a pattern for romance, but as a romance it skirts 


the issues. It is a story of mixed passions and loyalties, 


in the British West Indies (formerly French possessions). An English girl goes to a 
friend as nursery governess; she disturbs the mores of the island society by marrying 
the impecunious son of an old French family; he is killed in the Boer War and she 
carries on. She brings estate and mills back to a paying basis; she raises the twin 
boy and girl; she lovés and aids David, artist son of her ex-employer, and she tries 


| . to save him from his futile love for selfish Clare. At the 
heritage, loyalty to the workers whose cause he champions. 


ful background, but it isn't a particularly important.step in 
career. I still like Hostages to Fortune best of her books. 


January 16 


Cabell, Branch HAMLET HAD AN UNCLE 





extra—marital dalliances; his father's death was accidental, 


Queen are slain, Entertainment of highly specializei nature 
eclectic type of thing. Personally, it leaves me cold. 


In Praise of Life: had the power of an authentic record, with the weakness 
of the attempt to turn it into fiction. This story, which takes up Peter's life in 
America, his attempts at readjustment, at putting behind him the insecurity and terror 
of his youth in Nazi Germany, and his marriage, somehow lacks the poignancy and force 
of his earlier work. Perhaps there is too little of himself, too much of an attempt 
to show German—Americans at cross purposes, uncertain of the role they are playing. 


tim to the clash of loyalties within himself, - loyalty to the traditions of his 


tic material, somehow doesn't come through. It is a readable story against a color~ 


Slightly salacious spoof on the Shakespearean classic, which -— according 
to Mr. Cabell, is a perverted version of the actual incident in Jutland many years 
ago. He shows Hamlet's stepfather as actually his father, the result of his mother's 


ing every death must be followed. Result - mass carnage, then off to England where 
he and a bachelor uncle hit the pace. More deaths to avenge - and so Hamlet and the 
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Farrar & Rinehart 


for a book on this theme, 
though it has points of 


Farrar & Rinehart 


stacked up with the Miss. 


$2.50 


Putnam 


against an island setting 


close, David falls vic-— 


Mrs. Dufresne, as roman— 







Elizabeth Cambridge's 
$2.50 
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but the code of aveng- 








» for those who like this 
$2.50 
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January 19~ + 


6 


Edginton, May WEDDING DAY Penn 


Very involved situations resulting from pathologically sadistic adventurer, 
Mark Exeter, insisting on everyone playing his way, with resultant unhappiness for 
all. Pretty far-fetched story of blackmail and the skeleton in the family cupboard. 
But a family friend comes to the rescue, and plays providence and brings about a hap- 
py ending. An English story, incredible as to plot and characters. May Edginton ee 


usually a bit more adroit in handling her story than this one indicates, $2. 
00 
January 22 
Hull, Helen EXPERIMENT: Four Short Novels Coward, McCann 


Two of the long-short stories are excellent; the other two scarcely justi- 
fy being called "short novels" as they are psychological studies, with slim plot as 
basis for character delineation, rather than stories per se. With One Coin for Fee, 
the first story, in brief compass sketches the pattern of two lives, school girls 
together, whose fate took them down divergent paths and brought them back to meet 
again at the time of the New England hurricane. Snow in Summer is the record of a 
mid-western housewife’s challenge to domesticity, and of how she found herself in a 
new venture, outside the plan laid down by her husband and children. Popular maga- 
zine sort of stuff, in the main, but excellent of its kind. Helen Hull cuts below 


the surface $2.50 


Pine, Hester ° LISTEN TO THE MOCKING BIRD Farrar & Rinehart 


Not as amusing as Beer for the A1tten - nor as naughty. Caustic picture 
of an echo, for Carrie, parrotlike, voices her current mentor's beliefs and obtains 
suburban supremacy by pushing her husband up the financial ladder. She changes her 
environment as she climbs from rung to rung; she alienates her daughter, she loses 
her husband to another woman; she does not even recognize that she is left high and 
dry. The portraits of three women emerge and provide the book with some entertain- 
ing characters, contrasts and parallels. The scene shifts from Texas to Boston to 
New York. Tasty diet for the youngish suburban matron. $2.00 


January 25 
Kerr, Sophie CURTAIN GOING UP Farrar & Rinehart 


Pretty poor Kerr, not worth the reaching beyond rentals that she sometimes 
rates. Joyce faces a breakdown about the same time she sells a play - and goes home 
to find herself wholly out of key with the life, misplaced in the luxury, unamenable 
to the family bickering, unprepared tfior the intolerance which brooks no explanation. 
Her romance crashes but her play is a success - and she turns to new loves. $2.00 


February §& 
Brahms, Caryl& Simon, S.J. THE ELEPHANT IS WHITE Farrar & Rinehart 
Frivol of the farcical sort, with Russians at their most whimsydimsy child- 
ishness, with the result pretty much of nothing, unless one wants some frothy fool- 
ing. Club-members threaten ruin when Peter takes over his father's hotel, and finds 
himself an unwilling host. There's some romance involved, but who cares. The setting 
is Paris, and the vaunted fellow club members are mostly futile Russians, the humor 
is forced and the general result pretty disappointing. $2.50 


























December 15, 1939 Fiction - 568 ~ 


































February 9 
Lowe, Eric FRAMED IN HARDWOOD Reynal & Hitchcock 


Salute to Freedom introduced this Australian writer to American readers 
with a book that was almost a very good book. Now, with his second, one still keeps 
fingers crossed. Personally, I liked it less than I did the other book, perhaps be- 
cause I find it unappetizing to have no pleasing character in the entire gallery. .. fea” 
This is the story of a ruthless man, of questionable parentage and background, who “3 
takes what he can get, where he can get it, is wholly indifferent to the feelings and 
sensibilities of those over whom he strides in his steps up the ladder of success. 
At the end, he is uncertain where he stands in the affections of the wife he has bull- 
fed —~ and almost lost, and of the son whose future he wishes to mold. And the reader 
is perfectly willing to see him go down. The setting is the timber lands of Australia. 


$2.50 

Seay 1S, 

donee 23 
Hayes, Nelson DILDO CAY Houghton, Mifflin 
* A very unusual book, with a puzzling quality, an indefinable fascination 
and some very distinguished writing. The strangeness of the setting (an island off | 
Jamaica), the inarticulated intensity of the characters, the mood that pervades the Nu rs 
whole is absorbing. For 250 years, the Ainsworths had followed the pattern set by | 4 
the founder of the name, who had brought some 200 blacks to the island; and continued 4 


the tradition of loveless marriage, the family salt mill as a focus of interest, and 
the impersonal relations with their people. Tension increases, and things come to a 
head when Delbridge, brought in to help build white prestige, is murdered. Adrian, 
scion of the Ainsworths, and Carol, hard-surfaced daughter of the slacker, Delbridge, 
are faced with a decision — and meet the test. A strange book, very well done. But 
not a book for the casual reader, seeking entertainment. Read it and see for yourself. 


$2 
February 19 
Frost, Frances UNCLE SNOWBALL Farrar & Rinehart 
* This book I loved, and yet I don't see possibilities of wide sales. Perhaps 


it is too episodic in treatment, there is too little effort to develop any thread of 
plot. But, as one follows the story of the old French-Canadian who has worked on a 
northern New England farm, for eighteen years, one shares the joys and sorrows, ani 

the wholesome family devotion, to one another and to the old man, one feels only mild 
concern over the tippling, riotous and joyous as it is; one chuckles over the spark, ~~ 
of Uncle Snowball and his terror at the thought of the holy bonds of matrimony. Ther ts 
is the seasonal round of life on the farm and in the village, there is life and binth)y 
there is marriage and death; there are lacal festivities, birthdays and feast: days, 
picnics and church suppers. It all seems very real -— and very warmly friendly. A 
homespun tale in the best New England tradition. With Mrs. Follett's New England Year, 

it comes close to the ideal painting of the New Fngland scene. The end seems unnec- 


cessarily tragic, almost theatrical, but there is still a sense of life going on. 
$2.50 


February 16 


Greig, Maysie MAKE THE MAN NOTICE YOU Doubleday, Doran 


Small change tale of the little girl from the stickswho becomes secretary- 
companion to a film star-producer, and backs his next picture so that she can have a 
bit part in it. He is going blind - but puts all on the altar of sacrifice for Sara. 
Seems as though we'd read it all before. $2.00 
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February 16 


Pedler, Margaret BLIND LOYALTY Doubleday. Doran 


Love lies a-bleeding sort of story, this time; the old true and tried of 
the disillusioned man, who has no longer faith in woman, but who meets the one and 
only girl, only to find that she is back of the original debacle. A few stony paths, 
and then a clearing up of all misunderstanding. $2.00 


Sinclair, Harold THE YEARS OF GROWTH Doubleday, Doran 


The story spans the years of the Civil War and the generation following, 
and the first half is so definitely the story of the town and its people, that one 
feels that "Everton, Illinois” must be the hero of the book. (Query, is it a fic- 
tionization of Evanston, I wonder?). Such a tremendous number of characters are 
introduced, and their personalities and incidents connected with them so closely 
knit into the fabric, that one has a sense of trying to learn a long cast of char- 
acters before the curtain goes up. The story centers around a father and son, the 
richest men in the community, and the poor girl the son married, after he came back 
from the war; of the level days and years of that marriage, and of how eventually 
he broke over the traces and took a mistress. As an emotional study, the story seems 


two dimensional, unreal. As a study of points of view, and a period piece, it is 


sound. $2.75 


February 19 
Edgley, Leslie NO BIRDS SING Farrar & Rinehart 


A bleak and very moving book, with terse, unsentimentalized, rawboned writ- 
ing. But I can't see it as a book you can sell. It's a desolate "little man, what 
now?" theme, in the Dos Passos school of writing, a book epitomizing defeated youn; 
America, with little direction and less hope. The youth, Nick, returns from a year 
in Spain to his home town, joins the ranks of the Lithuanian quarter, falls in love, 
with a Lithuanian girl, already engaged to one of her own people, and fearful of 
breaking it off. The brand of "communist", result of the year in Spain, makes it 
impossible for Nick to find work. Elena marries the other boy; Nick faces an empty 
future. Here is a writer to watch, a book designed for critical comment, but where 
can you sell it? $2.50 


February 21 
Lea, Fanny Heaslip THERE ARE BROTHERS ‘Dodd, Mead 


Staunch competent renter - the story of an average New England family, four 
sons and three wives, all with varying patterns of living. There are fairly routine 
family problems, and one intense situation connected with the overhanging fear of the 
ex-husband of one of the daughters-in-law. The fears are justified - but eventually 
all is well. Reliable in characterization and dialog. $2.00 


Ruck, Berta IT WAS LEFT TO PETER Dodd, Mead 


Tripier than usual, this story of a puss-in-the-corner triangle, further 
complicated by gypsy prophecies and the laying of a curse by an heroic deed. All ends 
well, for a marriage and its future. "oomph minus" says the reader's report! $8.00 
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February 27 4 


Williams, Ben Ames COME SPRING Houghton, Mifflin 


° A long, leisurely novel of a remote settlement in Maine, a settlement so 


isolated that the War of Independence was only known by hearsay. A tale of pioneers, 
Ordinary people in an ordinary frontier life, of sturdy spirits and enduring patiencey” — 
of a love that was greater than the events that held the lovers apart, of a happy : 
marriage and the seasonal round and recurrent promise, Historical novel without 

fancy trappings, solid, steady going, with plenty of incidental drama. Good "meat ih 
and potatoes fare", for the dependable Ben Ames Williams' market. 2.75 


& : 
j 
Ri iy 
; 


MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 


January 2 
Brand, Max THE DUDE Dodd, Mead 


Brand cannot be grooved, and this tale is energetic going. Joe Naylor, 
rich through his own efforts in raising the value of his valley, determines to make 
aman of his son, and takes drastic means to accomplish it, even to giving him his 
head with the Dude, an escaped convict but a right guy at heart. There's fighting, 
fleecing and fleeing before they are through, and Alf wins through. $2.00 


Palmer, John THE MAN WITH TWO NAMES Dodd, Mead 


Not strictly mystery, but a combination thriller, detection yarn, adven- 
ture, in the detailed exposition of a man's downfall. A Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
sort of tale, of a crook who runs a dope ring, to insure the respectability of his 
alter ego and the social desirability of his daughter. Good of its kind. $2.00 


Lilly, Jean DEATH THUMSS A RIDE Dutton 


Average good - the death of a gardener and a woman in a tourist camp in- 
terest the D. A. more than a jewel theft, and he ties them all into one picture, and 


traps the killer-thief in a gun battle, leaving no loose ends. $2.00 
January 23 
Chase, Arthur M. NO OUTLET Dodd, Mead 


Sharp-eyed spinster, Aunt Mattie, helps the sheriff and a private detect— 
ive when a much—hated ex-opera singer is murdered at her crippled brother's home. 
There are plenty of suspects, but it turns out to be not money, but revenge, as the 


the motive, the red herrings are disposed of and the guilty one found. Not too puz- 
zling. $2.00 


Gregory, Jackson I MUST RIDE ALONE Dodd, Mead 


Young Haverill again on the southwestern border, knight in chaps to two 
young girls, one a Spanish senorita, the other the granddaughter of an elderly 
couple who had been murdered. Haverill rides into big trouble, but disposes of the 
villains, and gets a girl for his pains. So-so. $2.00 
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February 2 
RBilly, Helen &,. MURDER IN SHINBONE ALLEY Doubleday, Doran | 
° Crime Club selection and a honey, puzzle piece de non-resistance. Reilly 2.5 


slings a mean hand at murder, keeping things going (as well as the reader). The start—,; 
off is given by the death of a socialite-student at a school of fashion design, in- 


volving relatives all the say round. She was a vixen, disliked on all sides - and 


so -— $2.00 


“pus i, hv > is ra 
Raine, William MacLeod RIDERS OF @B—-RiM..ROCKS- I~ 0 
New angle on usual plot, when Terry, up from cowbody to manager of a large 
Wyoming ranch, hated by large and small ranchers, sets out on his determination to 
save his community from a struggle for extermination, he wins out and gets his girl. 


$2.00 » —~| 


Houghton, Mifflin 


February 7 


Thayer, Lee X MARKS THE SPOT Dodd, Mead 


The cautious Clancy, with the indispensable Wiggar, happens in on a murder 
case in the suburbs of San Francisco, the murder of a popular screen and radio star, 
whose family and friends are in for a grilling. The false clues peter out and the 
crime proves to be a crime of greed and jealousy, by somewhat far-fetched procedure. 
Good enough Thayer, with meticulous minutiae. $2.00 


February 16 


Heberden, M. V. SUBSCRIPTION TO MURDER Doubleday, Doran 


Your money's worth of deaders, legal and otherwise, of murder, arson, black-— 
mail and kidnapping, all connected with a tight little racket in charities. Our recent 
sleuths have developed into a fine tough lot that can take the rap, and Shannon is no 
exception. Ultimately he hands the gang over to his friends of the police department. 
Active entertainment. $2.00 
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Allen, Frederick Lewis SINCE YESTERDAY Harper 
* Everyone is going to have a lot of fun with this book, for like its pre- “ 


decessor, Only Yesterday, Fred Allen casts a microscopic eye over the foibles of the” f 
the decade, bringing them into sharp relief against the events which paralleled them,” | 
The pace and substance of the years 1929-1939 are of such different character from \ 
the 1920's of the other volume, that the period emerges as a time of change and chaos 

and shifting sands, of economic and political upheaval, of international unrest, lead- 
ing up to the declaration of war with Germany. He has introduced subjects at the 

moment of their inception, with a forward look as to later developments, that may seem 
at first ‘confusing, but that ultimately tiesa great many loose ends together. He 
crystalizes our memories for us, showing how successive steps of the New Deal grew, 

the one out of the other; of the reasons back of much that happened too fast for or- 
dinary consumption. He does not attempt any profound interpretation of the period, 

but simply presents it as a swift moving panorama, of events and personalities and 
points of view. He is gently satirical, he pokes fun at household gods, he makes us 

see ourselves as others see us, and he has a good time doing it. The book is a sure 
best seller, I should say, on the basis of the success of the other, and on everyone's 
egotistic interest in reviewing the things which are already part of life. Illus- 


trated. $3.00 
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LINK THESE TITLES FOR PLUS SALES 


January 2 
Franklin, Jay 1940 Viking 
* This isn*t an easy book to take in large doses. It is an exciting book. 


Many will find it a disturbing book, The first part is an analysis of the forces of 

change within the compass of' the Roosevelt administration, the revolutionary elements 

held in check by steps considered in themselves revolutionary; the strength and weak- 

ness, the failures and the success, the betrayals within and without, the emergence ~, K< 
of new dangers, conflict within parties, capital, labor, farm and factory. He shows * 
evidence why a third term is almost inevitable. He makes prophecies for 1940 — for a 

decade ahead. Ha prepares a chart of the Progressive State which he sees as our only 
hope ~— a chart which will prove violently controversial. And he expresses faith in 


the ultimate sanity of the American people to forge a new and better life. #2. 75 
January 29 
Benjamin, Robert Spiers THE INSIDE STORY Prentice Hall 


Believe it or not material and first class entertainment, as a group of 
twenty odd newspaper men and women and radio commentators "tell all". Kaltenborn, 
Eugene Lyons, Irene Kuhn, Mary Knight, Morrill Cody, Vanderbilt. Jr., and so on. Their 
hitherto told stories span twenty years and all continents. There's some sensational 
and questionable material, such as the espionage story back of the abdication, Villa's 
raid across the line in Columbus and the death of twenty United States citizens, an 
unpublished interview with Chiang Kai-shek and the effort to baulk the Sino-Japanese 
conflict, a six billion franc counterfeit job in Paris, actuated by outside govern- 
ments. There are personal bits of gossip, about Hitler, about jobless kings and 
queens, about Mussolini. There is a prophecy of a future Japanese-British alliance, 
made by the man who predicted the Russian—German alliance in 1938, and so on. Good 
chance for a popular sale, even to those to whom the factual content is questionable. 
The standing of the members of the Overseas Press Club gives it some authority. $2.75 







- PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Won-fiction 






January 2 













Ullman, Samuel 5S. PLAYS OF AMERICA'S GROWTH Dedd, Mead 


Should think this would do better in parent-teacher group than in Little 
Theatre or Drama Groups. A series of two-act plays dealing with American history and 
characters, from 1753 to 1865. It includes the obvious events, - Wolfe and Montcalm 
in Quebec, the Boston Tea Party, the Declaration of Independence, Nathan Hale, Daniel 
Boone, Clark at Vincennes, the Whiskey Rebellion, the Louisiana Purchase, Sam Houston 
and the Alamo, the beginning of the Civil War at Fort Sumter, Grant and Lee at Appo- 


matox.... Simple setting, simple costuming, and handling of events not too elementary. 
| $2.00 








January 4 









Eliot, T. S. THE IDEA OF A CHRISTIAN SOCIETY Harcourt, Brace 


A slim volume of lectures dealing with the ideal of a community of Chris- 
tians, and the linking of Church and State. From Eliot, the substance is going to 
have more attention, intellectually, than it might, if it came from someone less 
iconoclastic, less liberal. But it is not a book for popular consumption; it is 
somewhat abstract and esoteric, a reaching out towards a communal idea of Christian-— 
ity, rejefined, rather than the current idea of Christianity as an individual problem. 
$1. 50 
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January 7 
Batchelor, Bronson THE NEW OUTLOOK IN BUSINESS Harper | 





A group of men outstanding in their individual and varied fields contribute 
chapters to this book touching on sundry phases of the American economic system. In- 
dicative of the thinking done by leaders confronted by the challenge of new public 
consciousness and new factors in human relations. Each section precedéd by thumb- 
nail sketches of the contributors who include Lewis H. Brown of Johns Manville, Robert 
E. Wood of Sears, Roebuck, Colby M. Chester of General Foods, Charles R. Hook of y 
American Rolling Mills, Stanley Resor of J. Walter Thompson, Wallace Brett Denham of 


Harvard Business School, etc. $3.00 
es 


Stevenson, Louis Tillotson THE BACKGROUND AND ECONOMICS OF Harper 
AMERICAN PAPERMAKING 


mnapeuuaiernasemeeneeses 


This is not a book for people simply interested in the hows and whys of 
paper making as sucht, not moreover a. book to use in schools where data on the back 
ground of various industries is part of the social and economic curriculum. It has 
some of the substance in it — historical background, geographical distribution, pro- 
cesses, etc. But all of that is secondary to the discussion of the labor and organ- 
ization factors, price behavior charts, social control, etc. Definitely a book for 
the industry itself, and because of the constant spread and growth, it may have a 
wider field than the layman might expect, for this country consumes 60% of the paper 
used the world around (with a population of 5%) $8.00 4 


January B5 # 





Cooke, Morris Le. & ORGANIZED LABOR AND PRODUCTION Harper ? 
Murray, Philip if 
Cooke is an engineer, who has served industry, municipalities, state and | 3 


Federal agencies; Murray is Vice-President of the C.I.0. Together, they present 
cogent evidence as to the practicability and constructive value of collective bar- 
gaining, expressing their conviction that not only does it work, but that it is worth 
the sacrifice and the efforts that have sone into it. It is a way of industrial life, 
here to stay. Furthermore, the authors analyze some of the decisions of the Labor 
Board and of the courts; they show how the Labor Board has saved industry fromstrikes; et 
they show further how industry and labor must both take some blame for violence and 
arbitrary stands, and maintain that it is possible, within our industrial set-up, for 








every worker to give his best service and for the employer to make a profit. £2.50 | Ps 
Brown, Catherine Hayes LETTERS TO MARY vs fol Random House y 
The Story of Helen Faves |r 2 


It will take more than the name and fame of Helen Hayes to take the hurdle 
of this sentimental recounting of her career by "Brownie"(her mother) to her small 
daughter, Mary. Highlights on the characters of both, plenty of theatre inside stuff, 
and you do. learn about Helen in spite of Brownie. Her early start, the parts she a 
played, the actors, actresses, directors and producers she worked with, her growing | \ 
fame and reputation, culminating in her playing the parts of the two queens; moving ‘ 
pictures and radio work, her romance with Charles MacArthur, her one ambition to aet, 
and her character, unassuming, likable - all are here, interpreted through her moth- 
er's towering pride and determination. The book is to be illustrated by a series of 
pictures; there will be an introduction by MacArthur. The limited edition (of 350 
copies) will be autographed by the three generations, Helen, her mother, and Mary. 
The S.E.P. serialization has won no rooters, so far as we can discover. $3.00 
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January 15 
Wylie, Max, Ed. BEST BROADCASTS OF 1938-39 Whittlesey 


A discussion and complete reprinting of the "best" in various fields of 
radio, highlighting the year's radio presentation between covers. A book that should 
be invaluable for radio writing courses, radio aspirants, and so on. Covers such 
divergent fields as short story adaptation, one-act play adaptation, quiz show, 
(Information, Please!), human interest (We, the People), variety (Kate Smith's show), 
news commentary (Swing and Kaltenborn), March of Time, a speech, (Masaryk), round 
table discussion, comedy show, horror show, English Literature show, children's 
program, original skit, monologue, spot reporting, verse experiment, and so on and 


sO on. $3.50 
January 22 

Bretz, Alice I BEGIN AGAIN Whittlesey 

* An amazing, as well as a genuinely inspiring story, this autobiography of 


a woman, who loses her sight, in middle life, after a critical illness. She tells 

of he® first years of blindness, of the rapid progress in learning Braille, of learn- 
ing how to occupy herself, how to entertain, and, suddenly, of how to face a life 
without her husband, without a companion. This is a record of her daily life, her 
care of herself, her apartment, her housekeeping problems ~ the building of a life 
entirely independent. The book is fascinating in the recording of the barriers that 
blindness brings to the simplest processes; the regulation and simplification of the 
activities that sighted people take for granted. She shows throughout a philosophical 
acceptance and courage with which she faced a great catastrophe. $1.75 


Goss, Madeleine BOLERO: The Life of Maurice Ravel Vonuany 2 + Holt 


The first English biography of the Basque composer who died two years ago. 
his was an enigmatic personality, shy, reserved, tender and lovable. He had no 
human ties, no wife, no mistress. From early youth, he gave evidence of deep inter- 
est in music; he studied at the Paris Conservatory, developing his aptitude for 
harmony and composition. He came under the influence of the moderns, wrote con- 
stantly, — subtle, paradoxical, fanciful music which few understood. His fame came 
with Bolero, which to him was a stunt, a trick of orchestral virtuosity. The war, 
although he did not go into active service, shattered him and he died ultimately of 
a strange, torturing brain disease. He was a baffling character, combining Spanish 
feeling with French restraint, and this simple, graceful rendering of his life shows 
a conditioning of the man by his music rather than his personal life. One wonders 
whether ultimately more can be told. (The author is the author of Deep Flowing Brook, 
which won the Julia Ellsworth Ford Foundation prize in 1938.) The completed book will 
include full index, list of compositions, list of available recordings, and a large 


number of photographs. $3.00 — 


January 23 


Mayorga, Margaret, Ed. THE BEST ONE-ACT PLAYS OF 1939 Dodd, Mead 


The inclusion of two radio plays makes this collection of one~act plays 
keep pace with current tempo. The substance of the material seems to be preoccupied 
with themes of war, of changing social schemes, unemployment, etc. Kreymborg, Mac— 
Leish, Saroyan, Pollock, W. R. Benet are among those represented. Typically good 
collection. $2.50 
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Wilson, William E. THE WABASH Farrar & Rinehart \ | 
. The standard of this series holds up splendidly, and I found this one of 1 


the easiest to read, and in addition, one of the most revealing. The Wabash has 
dominated so many facets of the history of Indiana, that its story compasses the 
personalities that have made Indiana famous, not only in Colonial history, but sub= 
sequently. There was La Salle, Tecumseh, Leonard Helm, George Rogers Clark, Abra- 
ham Lincoln; there were the Rappites and the Owenites; there were Beveridge and 
Eugene Debs. In this story is the stuff of which nations are made; there is ro- 


mance and beauty and adventure and poetry and humor and open-handed hospitality. 
$2.50 


February 19 


Gorman, Herbert JAMES JOYCE Farrar & Rinehart 


Gorman is a sound critic; his appraisal of James Joyce should be an im- 
portant contribution to current criticism. But frankly, I found this overly metic-— 
ulous and somewhat wordy. Perhaps a decade from now his place in literature will 
be established, the permanent value of his contribution to literature be possible of ' 4 
appraisal. The disappointment in Finnegan's Wake is fresh in too many minds and 
will curtail interest of the general public, although the Joyce enthusiasts will 


welcome this discussion of the man, his life and his work. Illustrated. $3.50 pp — 
February 2 
Cummings, Henry I. TENNIS AS A HOBBY Harper 


Orthodox, well-grounded hobby series item, concise and helpful. Equipment, 


technique of various shots, the grip, the serve, pointers on play in singles and 

doubles, requirements of a good court, etc. Good handbook. sot 
7 C id 

Lester, Helen Marsh. RETAIL TRAINING IN PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE Harper 


The training director of Bonwit, Teller's uses her own experience and that 
of other stores the country over, to demonstrate the vital connection between effic-— 
ient merchandising and retail training. She gives not only the basic principles be- 
hind it, but outlines a working basis for a set-up, the actual technique of training 
new employees, sales people, non-selling junior executives and major executives. Im- 
personal, constructive, elastic enough to fit different types of stores. $2.50 


Pyle, Clifford LEATHERCRAFT AS A HOBBY: Harper 
A Manual of Methods in Leather 


Straightforward how-to-do book, which should be useful for schools, camps, 
scout work, craft classes. Not a book for professionals, but for amateurs, aspiring 


to achieve expertness in this particular handicraft. Photographic illustration. 2°00 
WW 











February & 


Colvan, E.B.(Zeke) FACE THE FOOTLIGHTS: Practical Guide to Acting Whittlesey 





Practical advice, exercises, and information, based on the theory that act-— 
ing can be learned. Starts with a quizzing on health, financial situation, imagina- 
tion, self-criticism, carriage, ability in working with people, he goes on to ine... 
struction in stage locations, crosses, entrances and exits; on the handling of 
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posture and motion; on breath, voice, diction; on mental mechanics for thought and 

4 @ emotions; on studying a part, makeup, character work, etc. He skirts the matter of 
warning on difficulties about getting into the field, but covers the technical ground 
that a young actor gets in dramatic school. Should be of interest to Little Theatre 
groups, teachers and coaches. $3.00 


February 13 
Winslow, Ola Elizabeth JONATHAN EDWARDS Macmillan 


A biography of the renowned theologian, whose emphasis on religion as a 
transforming individual experience was to change the religious meaning for many 
thousands, and the cultural patterns of generations to come. The biography is pon- 
derous going, painting Edwards as a cold, self-—disciplined, literal New Englander, 
with unassailable dignity and a sense of inexorable justice. A solitary figure, 
treated here with infinite sobriety and detail. For a limited and special audience. 


$3.50 
February 20 
Peterson, Edward L. NO LIFE SO HAPPY Dodd, Mead 
An emasculated approach to a masculine sport - trout fishing, -— in an idyll- 


ic story of the narrator's personal experience, his touching the fringe of the spirit- 
ual world through the person of a girl with uncanny power over wild life, through the 
sensing of "the little people who weren't there" hidden in the hills. There is 

fe enough of the spirit, the legend, the literature of fishing interwoven with experi- 

6 menting with various techniques, to partially offset the fey quality, but the whole 

‘ does not ring quite true; it is too, too lyrical. $2.50 


Wraerele || q 
Clarke, T. Wood THE BLOODY MOHAWK Macmillan 


A sanguinary history of the 200 year period of massacre, carnage and devas— 
tation that centered in upper New York and the Mohawk Valley, as Indian battled 
Indian, Indian battled French, French fought English, and American withstood them 
all. The Iroquois became supreme, and their alliance with the British gave the 
weight of influence to the Anglo-Saxons in America. Sir William Johnson became a 
tremendous power in approaching peaceful settlement. Sketches of Indians and indiv- 
idual patriots. Impartial in presentation, and a definite contribution to the Indian 





story. $3.00 
February 22 
Gass, Sherlock Bronson FAMILY CRISIS Reynal & Hitchcock 
- An unusual turn to the family chronicle school of writing, in an authentic 
ee story of one family, their ups and downs, with the head solely interested in main- j 
v4 


a 


» 8 
nnd 





| taining his own individuality rather than linking himself with big business, and * 
rs whose defeat at the turn of the century, seemed symbolic. The united family front \ 
makes possible the conquering of a seemingly impossible situation; they muddle through, t 
in spite of real poverty, trouble from every angle, the business on the ragged edge, 
schooling uncertain, food, clothes and housing problems acute. Although the period 
is a past one, the problems ring a note of reality that seems timely today. $2. EO 









Announcing in book form (published) 







Saroyan, William THE TIME OF YOUR LIFE Harcourt, Brace 









A Broadway success, about an alcoholic philosopher and a girl of the 


streets. Not pleasant reading. $2. 50 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 
ON YOUR BACK SHEETS 


Doubleday, Doran 
"Elizabeth" ~ MR. SKEFFINGTON - from 1/5 to Spring. Date to come. 


Walmsley, L. - LOVE IN THE SUN — from 2/2 to 1/5 
Wissler, C. - INDIANS OF THE UNITED STATES —- Price from $3.50 to $3.75 


Little, Brown 


Eamonds, W. D. ~ CHAD HANNA —- fron2/15 to indefinite. Date to come. 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - JANUARY lst to 15th 


nil 


January 2 Caldwell, Taylor - THE EAGLES GATHER (Scribner) 
Coxe, George Harmon - THE LADY IS AFRAID (Knopf) 


Franklin, Jay -— 1940 (Viking) 
Hughes, Rupert — ATTORNEY FOR THE PEOPLE (Houghton, Mifflin) 


Romains, Jules ~ VERDUN (Knopf) 
Yates, Dornford ~ GALE WARNING (Putnam) 


January Henriques, Robert — NO ARMS, NO ARMOUR (Farrar & Rinehart) 
Stout, Rex - OVER MY DEAD BODY (Farrar & Rinehart) 


January Huxley, Elspeth ~ THE AFRICAN POISON MURDERS (Harper) 
Kelland, C. B. ~— SCATTERGOOD BAINES RETURNS (Harper) 
Marsh, Ngaio - BEATH AT THE BAR (Little, Brown) 
Priestley, J. B. -—- LET THE PEOPLE SING (Harper) 


January ‘Walmsley, L. -—- LOVE IN THE SUN (Doubleday, Doran) 

January Lawrence, Josephine — BUT YOU ARE YOUNG (Little, Brown) 

January Nathan, Robert — JENNIE (Knopf) 

January Stevenson, D. E. — MRS. TIM OF THE REGIMENT (Farrar & Rinehart) 


January 12 Aikman, Duncan — THE ALL AMERICAN FRONT (Doubleday, Doran) 
Bower, Dorothy - SHADOWS BEFORE (Doubleday, Doran) 
La Varre, William ~ SOUTHWARD HO (Doubleday, Doran) 
Levant, Oscar - A SMATTERING OF IGNORANCE (Doubleday, Doran) 
Strange, John Stephen - A PICTURE OF THE VICTIM (Doubleday, Doran) 


January Cambridge, Elizabeth ~ MRS. DUFRESNE (Putnam) 














BULLETIN FROM 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service 439 East 51st Street 


Vol. VII December 15, 1939 No. 24 


SUPPLEMENT: ON FOREIGN BOOKS 


In cooperation with the dealer, B. Westermann Company, Inc., 20 West 48th Street, New 
York, these titles in French, German, Italian and Russian have been selected for in- 
dividual or group reading. The prices are necessarily tentative. Further information 
about these and other titles can be obtained from Westermann's. This list is suggested 
simply as a nucleus, and the information given about the individual titles is intended 
as a guide for selling. Plus sales might be secured through calling this service to 
the attention of your customers who are interested in foreign books. 


SPECIAL NOTE 


Due to the conditions abroad it is very difficult to get new material - and very little 
new material is to be had. The strict censorship in Germany, Italy and Russia has 
sharply circumscribed any kind of literary endeavour. Men are still writing in France - 
but books are being exported in very haphazard fashion, when at all. The Christmas 
issue of L’Jllustration, the most important foreign merchandise from the American 

point of view, will not be published on schedule and I doubt if copies will be avail- 
able here until late January or February. The following selection unfortunately re- 
flects conditions only too clearly. 


FRENCH BOOKS 


Bailly, Auguste BYZANCE Librarie Artheme FPayard 
Byzantium Sequana Selection 


Although this book appears under the imprint of the Sequana Collection, an 
organization which corresponds to the American Book-of+the-Yonth-Club, it is doubtful 
whether this history of the Byzantine empire will have a very general appeal. The 
author has done a masterly piece of assimilation and condensation, limiting himself to 
the most significant events and phases of a cultural and historical evolution which 
spans ten centuries. Customs, religious rites and rifts, artistic enterprises, the 
inroads of foreign civilizations and armies, and primarily the reign of each emperor 
and their individual contributions to national unity. A piece of work as colossal as 


the-epoch it reflects, it is nonetheless more for the student than for the average 
reader. About - $1, 50 


. 


Boulenger, Jacques MIROIR A DEUX FACES Gallimard 
Two Faces Of A Mirror 


* This is the winner of the 1939 Acadente Francgatse Award, and in the best 
tradition of the French psycholosical novel, introspective, shrewd, with a predomin- 
ance of mind over matter. This is the detailed analysis of a marriage in the process 
of disintegration seen first through the eyes of the husband, then the wife. The 
husband, a scientist, is rather mental, rather heavy, withdrawn from the world and 
completely satisfied by his impulsive, volatile, emetional wife. His gaucherie and 
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indifference’ when exposed to social contacts - then his attempt to enter her world and 
subsequent failure - bring about a slow, but very certain, estrangement which, after 
the years pass, becomes irreconcilable., A precise, keen, detached commentary in 


fiction form of two everyday people unable to overcome the conflicting characteristics 


of each, characteristics common to most men and women. About $ .8E& 


Monnier, Thyde ANNONCIATA Bernard Grasset 


Annonciata 


A rough, crude but sympathetic novel of the have-nots of Marseilles. There 
is Jean, lusty, handsome, devil-may care, an inveterate woman-chaser and woman-getter. 
His wife, sickly, worn, tolerant, had long since hardened herself to Jean's cheap 
adulteries. Finally Annonciata comes on the scene, a powerful, jealous, vivid Cor- 
sican peasant girl determined to hold Jean, who regards her as just another quick and 
easy pickup. Jean loses his job, is kept by Annonciata who tries by every means to 
see that he is tied to her, and finally the wife, humiliated once too often, leaves 
him. After months of bitter wrangling with Annonciata, Jean breaks the leash and 


goes back home. An unsentimentalized, realistic story of little people, not without 


a certain vigor. About $1. 25 


Montherlant, Henri LES LEPREUSES Bernard Grasset 
The Lepers 


The last in the Pity For Women series in which Costals, that satanic mis- 
Ofgynist is finally brought face to face with the marriage he has been irresolutely con- 
templating, then eluding for so long. He finally escapes from Solange, sweet but un- 
intelligently adhesive, and goes to Morocco where he resumes an affair with an old 
mistress, now a leper. There, in the eastern conception of love, he thinks he finas the 
solution, since the oriental woman has gained wisdom and detachment through complete 
But his conclusion reveals once again his ambivalent attitude 
Not as holding a book as 

About $1.35 


subjection to the man. 
toward women and that his emancipation is still incomplete. 


the last three, but Montherlant is always provocative. 


Yver, Colette LA CHALEUR DU NID Calmann-Levy 
The Warmth of: the Nest 


A sentimental, tender, (overly so), story of children of divorce, feminine 
in handling and in appeal. The idyllic childhood of a boy and a girl is soon ruptured 
when the unjustitied and senseless jealousy of the father brings the marriage to sep- 
aration - then divorce. The children, held first by the mother, then by the father, 
go through endless conflicts - until each remarries with the children even more re- 
sentful. Occasionally poignant, save that the motivation of the parents is rather 


nebulous - and that they seem far more puerile and foolish than their censoring off- 


spring. About $1.10 


GERMAN BOOKS 


Jonte, Corti, Ed. UNTER ZAREN UND GEKRONTEN FRAUEN A. Pustet 
Under Tsars and Crowned Women Leipzig 


Through letters, documents, and diaries, annotated and amplified by the 
author, the semi-tragic life and fate of the Empress Marie of Russia, wife of Alex- 
inder II, and that of her brother, Prince Alexander of Hesse, is reconstructed. The 
seriod spans the years 1848 to 1888, a relatively quiet one, and this compilation is 
valuable as a picture of the life in the reigning courts at the close of the century. 
There is little that is intimate, little that is sharply striking, but it is a con- 
vincing, and occasionally moving view of a dying aristocracy, About $4.00 
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WEGE ZUEINANDER Verlag Scherl 
Crossing Roads. Berlin 


Flemes, B. 


A natural, idyllic, and somewhat dated novel of the regeneration of a world- 
ly, sophisticated writer. During a vacation spent in the Weser mountains, he first 
comes to fully appreci‘ate nature - and before long, after hours of communion with 
nature and simple people, in particular a young péasant girl with whom he falls in 
love, he realizes that the simple things in life are not only free - but also best. 

A repeat on Rousseau and his Nouvelle Heloise, obviously stimulated by the new Fascist 
back~to-the-soil programme. About $1.50 


Kramer, D. BEGINN Universitas Deutsche Verlags A.G. 
Begin Berlin 


More propagandist idegelogy in fiction form. This is a novel about the young 
moderns, specifically Ruth, a secretary in Amsterdam, who decides that although she 
not only bears the responsibility of her work - and the support of her younger sisters, 
her life is incomplete. Ambitious, self-assured, she finds a satisfactory solution in 
marriage, children and a home. Pleasant but unimportant. About $2.50 


Silvestrelli, A. FRANZ SCH LBERT Verlag Anton Pustet 
: Salzburg- Leipzig 


A Southern Tyrolean reconstructs the life of Schubert not only with author- 
ity, but with great feeling and sympathy. This is a well-proportioned biography, as 
man and music evolve gradually with enough of the personal life of the musician to 
hold the interest of any general reader. She gives an interesting close-up not only 
of the man, but also of his friends, associates, and of the period. Illustrated with 


black and white plates. About $2.50 
Winckler, J. DIE GOLDENE KIEPE Steuben Verlag 
The: Golden Hamper. Berlin 


A horn of plenty, this collection of short stories by the well known West- 
phalian writer, whose work bears unmistakable originality and humor. Picaresque for 
the most part, with elements of unreality, there is in each a rewarding metaphysical 
or philosophical overtone. Fantasies, biblical characters in modern dress, men of 
all kinds with as sharply divergent experiences, this is a versatile and rather un- 
usual collection. About $2.50 


ITALIAN BOOKS 


Ballerio, P. LE CASE DEL DIEVOLO A. Mondadori 
Devils’ Abodes 


* An interesting novel with a topical theme which lends it greater importance 
than it might ordinarily have, dealing with Palestine today,- with the two worlds, one 
semitic, one Arabic, in conflict - both struggling for supremacy, freedom and justice. 
There is, remarkably enough, no strong propagandist slant on the Jewish-Arabian de- 
bacle. Both sides are presented with detachment and sympathy. The plot of the novel 
is dual, the romance of a young Jewish girl on the one hand, the struggle for power 
through money by an Afab on the other. An exciting story, vigorously handled. 

About $3.00 
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Benozzoli, C. SULLO SCHERMO DELLA STORIA Fr. Bocca Ed. 
In Defense of Liberty Milan 


Nine vignettes of historical figures, first presented as lectures, now in 
book form, Catherine of Siena, Leonardo da Vinci, Christopher Columbus, Queen Eliza- 
beth are a few of the subjects chosen - and illustrate the variety of the work. The 
author not only delineates their personalities and their contributions, but places 
each in his period. Illustrated with black and white plates. About $2.50 


Castellani, M. DONNE ITALIANE DI IERI E DI OGGI R. Bemporad 
Italian Women of Yesterday and Today Firenze 


This is a sociological publication, and a propagandist one, prefaced by a 
letter from Mussolini to the Italian women of today and by the author who outlines 
what the modern Italian woman is expected to do for her country. Although there are 
introductory chapters which show what role the woman has played in Italian life from 
the days of Caesar to the present, the main part of the book deals with the present 
status quo.’ The woman in industry, in agriculture, and in national defense. A re- 
vealing book - and an important one today. About $3.00 


Mottini, G. E. CON SETTE NOTE Ulrico Hoepli 
With Seven Notes Milan 


(J) An enchanting book for younger readers which acquaints children with the 
lives and works of the outstanding composers of the world, from Palestrina on. There 
are approximately twenty short life-stories in all, and the musicians selected are 
from various countries. Illustrated in black and white. $5.00 


LA MAREMMANA Vallecchi Ed. 
Marsh Lands. Firenze 


A psychological novel of two children in western Italy, who lose their fath- 
er at an early age and whose mother, worn and overworked, has little time to give them. 
Precocious, curious, and undisciplined, they wander here and there - and the girl, by 
the time she is fifteen, determines to get what she can by devious ways. With no 
education, and insufficient natural intelligence, she goes out way beyond her depth - 
has several semi-disastrous affairs - finally returns home. A rather unpleasant book, 
but intelligently handled. About $2.00 


RUSSIAN BOOKS 


Gefter, A. SECRET MESSENGER Domkni ga--Paris 


Mr. Gefter is a refugee writer who lived through the revolution - and writes 
of it here, in semi-fictional form. The book has no distinct plot, but is rather a 
generalized picture of the revolution based on what he personally witnessed. It is 
none the less a fair-minded book, showing the effects of deprivation and strife on 
the people in northern Russia, and the eventual victory of the Red Army. Written with 
ease and perception. About $3.00 
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Tolstoi, A. BREAD Gos Iza. - Moscow 





One of the Soviet's most popular authors pays tribute to Stalin in the form 
of a panegyric. Stalin's entire program is outlined and eulogized, and his success- 
ful military activities in the South are given detailed emphasis. Patently little 
more than propagandist boom-boom, About $1.25 


& 


















Veidle, V. ART IS DYING: Vozrojdenie--Paris 


A stimulating and clever analysis of every phase of modern art, music, 
painting, literature, the dance, etc. It is a handbook of aesthetics rather than 
criticism, attacking contemporary art. Veidle feels that standards of art are lower, 
that the present world chaos and loss of personal faith has brought about a mechan- 
ized type of work which will endure as long as spiritual values are ignored. An hon- 
est, well-grounded appraisal of modern culture. About $2.50 


Zochenko, M. NEMESIS Gos Izd. ~ Moscow 


pinhtiee well-known and well-liked Soviet author writes of Russia today on 
short story form, and with humor and verve lampoans the peccadillos of the present 
regime. Rules and regulations, mismanagement of all kinds, official errors are sat- 
irized, and the picture of Bolshevist Russia is so unflattering that one wonders why 
and how the book was passed. Entertaining reading nonetheless. About $1.00 


NOTE TO SUBSCRIBERS 





In these days, when the choice of material available in this country for coverage 
here, is limited and unsatisfactory, we are wondering just how valuable these foreign 
supplements are to you.... We want to continue them.if they are used. Otherwise we 
would rather give you something that would prove of wider interest. 











When the pressure of the holiday season is over, will you take a brief time to give 
this matter your consideration, and let us know what you feel about it. For example, - 
would the covering of Latin American books be more helpful than of European books? 

And of German books published here and in England? 









Another suggestion that has occurred to us, as a substitute though not along parallel 
lines, is to carry either in each issue, or once a month, a page of recommendations 
regarding issues of material in pamphlet form. There is so much along these lines, 
that it is difficult to discriminate ~ or even to know about all of it. Would such 
a service be valuable?. 
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Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service 439 East 51st Street 


BOOKSELLERS! PROMOTION AIDS FOR 1940 LIBRARIANS! 


For some time we have been promising ourselves that we should find an 
odd corner of time in which to plan some special sales aids and circulation aids 
for our subscribers. In fact, we've gone so far as to say we were going to do 
something about it - and then the matter was pushed aside for other, more press- 
ing things. Now, our first New Year's resolution is that the problem of pro- 
motion heads the calendar for the New Year. And here are the plans, in so far as 


they are developing. 





In the first place, we are going to continue issuing the Broadsides 
(sumples of back ones are enclosed herewith), but they will be published only 
every other month, - January, March, May, July, September, and November. One shop 
in each community can have them, so if you want them for 1940, send in your order 


now. The charges are as follows:- 


100 copies (blank) @ $1.50 per month 200 copies (blank) @ $2.50 per month 
300 copies (imprinted) @ $3.50 400 copies (imprinted) @ $4,50 
500 copies (imprinted) @ $5.00 1000 copies (imprinted) @ $9.00 


Rates on larger quantities on request 





The purpose of these Broadsides is to give shops mailing pieces that 
have the stamp of personal lists, rather than the routine commercial lists. With 
the inclusion of thirty to forty books per month, it is safe to assume that all 
the books are in stock and are familiar to the staff. But the protlapwe have had 
to meet is that there is not enough variety in this one promotion feature to meet 
the needs of all our clients. So, we are working out a schedule for the inter- 
vening months, which will be available for all subscribers, as part of the ser- 
vice. 


In the February issue of the bulletin, for example, we shall include 
a one page Lenten list, which can serve as "copy" for your own mailing piece, with 
any additions or alterations you care to make. The groundwork, at least, is done 
for you; it is a matter of a few minutes to edit for your needs, and turn it over 
to your mimeographer. 


A Garden Book list, a Travel in America "book list, a list of sugges¢ 
tions for June brides and graduates, these are a few of the suggestions we have, 
and we should welcome any ideas you may have in the back of your mind, ideas you 
would like to carry out if you had the time, and which we might be able to do for 
you. 


Of course, the Christmas lists will be prepared as usual next November, 
se jot that down on your calendar now. 


This all sounds as if it were meant for booksellers only, but we find 
that an increasing number of librarians are distributing lists, through county 
branches, posting them on bulletin boards, and so on, so we hope these promotion 
plans will be of general interest. 





And so - for 1940 - Good Selling? 





